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Volunteers started arriving in five countries 

through 1962. In just under six years under 
the leadership of its first Director, Sargent 
Shriver, the Peace Corps developed programs 
in 55 countries with a volunteer count of more 
than 15,000. As of now, over 200,000 Ameri-
cans have served in 139 developing countries. 
Whole families have served in the program, 
which leads me to believe that the Peace 
Corps is an American institution, its value 
time-tested and its image recognized on a 
global scale. 

As a Member of Congress dedicated to 
strengthening American security, at home and 
abroad, I can think of no other American pro-
gram that does better work to promote peace 
and goodwill at the grassroots level among ev-
eryday people in the world’s developing coun-
tries. Every Peace Corps volunteer is an am-
bassador, living simply and building lasting re-
lationships with their community partners, day 
in and day out. Some of these partners have 
gone on to serve their own countries inter-
nationally as diplomats. Many more become 
teachers, businesspeople, and local leaders 
who invest in their country, continuing and im-
proving upon the work inspired by a Peace 
Corps volunteer. In making more friends 
around the globe and helping people take the 
lead in solving their own problems through col-
laborative means, the Peace Corps makes the 
world safer. 

Mr. Speaker, in addition to building institu-
tional capacity and promoting a positive model 
of Americans abroad, the Peace Corps has a 
third component: It educates Americans about 
the world beyond our shores and promotes 
long-term cross-cultural understanding. Re-
turned Peace Corps volunteers will talk about 
their experiences and offer insights into the 
cultures of their host countries for the rest of 
their lives. They will seek out public forums 
and encourage others interested in making the 
journey. They will possess a perspective of 
the world, and of its inhabitants, unattainable 
by any other means. They will also continue to 

serve the public interest. In this way, the 
Peace Corps improves America as it does any 
other country. 

Mr. Speaker, since the age of 6 I have 
wanted to work for others, and though I was 
a little girl at the time, I was touched by the 
energy of President Kennedy and came of age 
as the Peace Corps flourished. The spirit of 
service has never left me. The ideals of the 
Peace Corps fell across a generation, and to 
all those volunteers who heeded the call, I 
thank you for your service. 
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INTRODUCTION OF IMPROVING 
COMPACT-IMPACT ASSISTANCE 
FOR EDUCATION 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 2, 2011 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to re-introduce a bill to expand the Federal Im-
pact Aid Program to reimburse schools for the 
costs of educating students from the Freely 
Associated States (FAS), residing in the 
United States, including the territories. This 
legislation was H.R. 4695 in the 111th Con-
gress and it enjoyed bipartisan support. Im-
pact Aid was originally authorized by the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act in 1965 
to compensate local school districts for the 
costs of educating federally connected chil-
dren. Examples of these kinds of students in-
clude those whose parents live on military 
bases, live on Indian lands, or are the children 
of accredited foreign diplomats. However, the 
Impact Aid Program does not compensate 
local schools for the costs incurred by edu-
cating students from the FAS. 

The United States entered into the Com-
pacts of Free Association with the Republic of 
the Marshall Islands, the Federated States of 
Micronesia, and the Republic of Palau and 

under the Compacts, citizens of these coun-
tries can enter the United States without a 
visa. Thus, children whose parents are citi-
zens of the FAS are in schools in the states 
and territories under a special immigration cat-
egory and are federally connected just as chil-
dren of military families are similarly federally 
connected. This legislation would provide a 
means for the federal government to provide 
assistance to impacted local education au-
thorities. 

Mr. Speaker, the economic downturn has 
forced many local school districts to cut edu-
cation budgets. This is a longstanding issue 
for affected jurisdictions and they need this to 
be redressed now more than ever. I will con-
tinue to make this, and all unreimbursed com-
pact-impact funds, a priority in the 112th Con-
gress. I would like to thank Mr. 
FALEOMAVAEGA, Mr. SABLAN, Mr. PIERLUISI, Mr. 
HONDA, and Ms. HANABUSA for their support as 
original co-sponsors. I will work with these co-
sponsors to pass this bill. 
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OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 2, 2011 

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, 
today our national debt is 
$14,172,957,589,856.62. 

On January 6th, 2009, the start of the 111th 
Congress, the national debt was 
$10,638,425,746,293.80. 

This means the national debt has increased 
by $3,534,531,843,562.80 since then. 

This debt and its interest payments we are 
passing to our children and all future Ameri-
cans. 
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